40.06 NOISE PROHIBITIONS.
1. Asused in this section, the following definitions shall apply:

A. “Plainly audible” means any sound that can be heard clearly by a person’s unimpaired
and unaided auditory senses; however, words or phrases need not be discernible and said sound
shall include bass reverberation.

B. “Sound amplification system” means any radio, radio receiving set, televisions,
phonograph, stereo, tape player, cassette player, compact disc player, “boom box,” loudspeaker,
juke box, musical instrument, sound amplifier, or any other device that produces, reproduces, or
amplifies sound. Sound amplification system shall not include a motor vehicle horn, backup
warning device, theft alarm, or any other sound authorized or required by this Code of
Ordinances or the Code of lowa.

2. No person operating, occupying, or who has parked a motor vehicle on any street, highway,
alley, parking lot, or driveway, on either public or private property, shall operate or permit the
operation of any sound amplification system from within or on such motor vehicle so that the
sound is plainly audible at a distance of 50 or more feet from the vehicle or, if the motor vehicle
is on private property, beyond the property line.

3. No person owning, renting, leasing, occupying, using, or having charge of any dwelling,
tavern, building, structure, or other premises, or any part thereof, shall operate or permit the
operation of any sound amplification system so that the sound is plainly audible 50 feet beyond
the property line.

4. No person shall operate or permit operation of a self-contained, portable, hand-held sound
amplification system, on public or private property, in such a manner so that the sound is plainly
audible at a distance of 50 or more feet from the system or, if the system is on private property,
beyond the property line.

5. The provisions of this section do not apply to emergency, public safety, City, or utility
motor vehicles; for sound emitted unavoidably during job-related operation; for sound emitted
from church bells and chimes, public sporting events, or authorized school activities; for an
activity for which a permit has been granted by the City; or for an activity allowed by this Code
of Ordinances or the Code of lowa.



